
1 

 

ABOUT COPYRIGHTS AND ISAD 

 

Why we believe that this ISAD is free of any copyright claims 

 

1. Because we (N.S.) collected the slang terms ourselves, manually, on the Internet, from 

various sources, we believe that the list of terms we collected, per se, cannot be claimed by 

anyone else as copyrighted, even if accidentally two or several terms in a sequence occur in other 

lists: such occurrences are implied by statistical laws, according to the probability of use on the 

Internet of the respective terms.  

 

2. We believe that the meaning of the words is in public domain according to the principle 

that concepts are common to humanity (English speaking people for English language). 

Whenever a slang term or symbol has a well-established, single equivalent meaning in the non-

slang English, that meaning cannot be protected because meaning is concept, thus pertaining to 

public domain.  

 

3.  The formation of abbreviations is a procedure; consequently, it is in public domain. 

Therefore, no abbreviation derived through the standard abbreviation procedures can be 

copyrighted. This is supported by The Supreme Court of Ohio, which describes the main 

procedure and provides examples “An abbreviation is formed from the initial letter of each 

component word, e.g., NBC, IRS, CLE.” [The Supreme Court of Ohio, Writing Manual, Section 

Thirteen: Acronyms, Abbreviations, and Parenthetical References, p. 105]. 

 

4. Because the concepts, methods, procedures, and thinking processes are not copyrightable, 

the procedure of expanding an abbreviation, either literal or phonetic, to its meaning (i.e., plain 

text) cannot be copyrightable (because it is a procedure, moreover a thinking process happening 

in humans’ mind when they read an abbreviation). Therefore, the precise sequence of words 

resulting from the expansion of abbreviations frequently used cannot be copyrighted. 

 

5. The list of most commonly abbreviated words is compiled by us (HNT with contributions 

by NS.) The abbreviated words behave as regular expressions and therefore abbreviations can be 

derived through a general mathematical procedure (concatenation only), thus being not 
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copyrightable. The expansion of abbreviations is a replacement procedure, thus not 

copyrightable. When ambiguity of expansion occurs, the selection of the expansion is performed 

based on a language model, that is, based on the probability in English of the corresponding 

sequence of words (n-word), and determined by us (work in progress).  

We use only alphanumeric symbols, so no pictorial element, which might be copyrighted, is 

included in our study. 

Concluding, we believe no part of the ISAD infringes any copyrights or other rights. 

However, if anyone believes that the above is not true and any explanation of the terms or any 

other part of the ISAD on this site is infringes any rights, we are available to analyze any claim. 

Your message must have in the Subject “ISAD claim” and must be sent to both addresses:  

HN Teodorescu (HNT) hteodor@etti.tuiasi.ro 

N. Saharia (NS) navanathsaharia@gmail.com  

HN Teodorescu 
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